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Abstract

Isti‘mar (colonialism) is an Arabic term that, in Farsi, literally means “a desire
for development or prosperity.” However, in practice, it refers to the domination
of powerful (primarily Western) nations over other societies or territories for the
purpose of exploitation and resource extraction.

The main focus of this study is to explore the concept of colonialism and the
devastating consequences it leaves behind in colonized societies. Colonial
powers, under the guise of development and civilization, have imposed their
most destructive and exploitative agendas on colonized nations, resulting in their
cultural, social, and economic ruin. Understanding colonialism and identifying its
destructive impacts is essential in order to expose its true face and to protect
vulnerable societies from its harmful outcomes. This research, based on library
and textual sources, aims to identify the various forms of colonialism and the
tools it employs. It also sheds light on colonial strategies and tactics, so that
humanity can grasp the depth of the threat it poses and actively resist its
destructive effects. One of the key findings of this research is to expose the cruel
and deceptive nature of colonialism and its devastating consequences.
Undoubtedly, these findings offer a new perspective for prevention and liberation
for nations currently under colonial rule or on the brink of it, and serve as a
scholarly guide for all.

Keywords: Colonialism, Exploitation, Orientalism, Evangelism, Impacts.
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